
 
 1 

March 16, 2023 
        

PHILIP JACKSON COOK 
 
Terry Sanford Professor Emeritus of Public Policy    Telephone: 919 613-7360 
Professor Emeritus of Economics   
Sanford School of Public Policy 
Box 90545 
Duke University     E-mail: pcook@duke.edu 
Durham, NC 27708 

 
 

Education:  
 
B.A. (with  high  distinction) University of Michigan, 1968  
Ph.D. (Economics) University of California, Berkeley, 1973 

 
Positions held: 
 2017-  Terry Sanford Professor Emeritus of Public Policy, Professor Emeritus of 

Economics  
 
 2018-2019 Visiting scholar, Collegio Carlo Alberto, Turin, Italy (4 months total) 
 
 2014-15 Fellow, Russell Sage Foundation, New York 
 
 2009-2013 Senior Associate Dean for Faculty, Sanford School of Public Policy 
 
 2008-9  Schelling Visiting Professor of Public Policy, University of Maryland 

 
2003  Residency, Bellagio Study and Conference Center (September-October) 
 
2000  Visiting Scholar, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University 
 
1997-99 Director, Sanford Institute of Public Policy; Chair, Department of Public 

Policy Studies 
 

           1994-2017 ITT/Terry Sanford Professor of Public Policy  
 
1992-2017   Professor of Public Policy Studies, Economics, & Sociology, Duke 

University 
 
1989-90   Visiting Professor, Fuqua School of Business, Duke University 
 
1985-89 Director, Institute of Policy Sciences and Public Affairs, Duke University 

and Chairman, Department of Public Policy Studies 
 



 
 2 

1984-2017   Professor of Public Policy and Economics, Duke University 
 
1979-84   Associate Professor; 1973-79  Assistant Professor, Duke University 
 
1982   Expert (part time) Office of Policy and Management Analysis, Criminal 

Division, U.S. Department of Justice 
 
Fall 1980  Visiting Scholar, Institute for Research in Social Science, University of 

North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
 

 
Fellowships and Academic Honors: 
Stockholm Prize in Criminology, 2020 
Fellow of the Academy of Experimental Criminology, 2012- 
Raymond Vernon Memorial Prize for best paper in JPAM, 2008 
Richard A. Stubbing Teacher Mentor Award, 2008 
Member, National Academy of Medicine (formerly Institute of Medicine), 2001- 
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Publications 
 
A.  Health and Safety Regulation 
 
  l.  Books and Edited Volumes 

 
PJ Cook and JW Vaupel, eds. Law and Contemporary Problems, Autumn 1976.  
Symposium entitled "Valuing Lives: When and How Should Society Spend its Scarce 
Resources to Decrease Mortality" 
 
PJ Cook, ed.  Law and Contemporary Problems, Winter 1988.  Symposium entitled 
"Vice." 
 
PJ Cook and A Scharff,  Recommendations Concerning Administration and Rate 
Structure for Excise Taxation in Romania Distributed by Tax Advisory Program, US 
Treasury Department, August 1994. 
 
Paying the Tab: The Economics of Alcohol Policy  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 2007.  Paperback edition 2016. 
Chapters 10 and 12 serialized in Milken Economic Review  10(1) First Quarter, 2008 
 
PJ Cook and K Krawiec, eds.  Law and Contemporary Problems. Symposium entitled 
“Organs and Inducements”  77(3), 2014. 
 

  2.  Articles 
 
PJ Cook and D Graham "The Demand for Insurance and Protection: The Case of 
Irreplaceable Commodities" Quarterly Journal of Economics, February 1977, 143-156.  
Reprinted in Georges Dionne and Scott Harrington (eds.) Foundations of Insurance 
Economics Kluwer Academic Press, 1991. 
 
"The Value of Human Life in the Demand for Safety: Comment" The American 
Economic Review, September 1978, 710-711. 
 
"Discussion" (on Martin Bailey's paper on Safety Decisions and Insurance) American 
Economics Association Papers and Proceedings, May 1978, 300. 
 
"The Effect of Liquor Taxes on Drinking, Cirrhosis, and Auto Fatalities," in Mark Moore 
and Dean Gerstein, eds. Alcohol and Public Policy:  Beyond the Shadow of Prohibition, 
National Academy of Sciences, 1981, 255-285; and in Richard Zeckhauser and Derek 
Leebaert, eds. What Role for Government? Duke University Press, 1983, 203-220. 
 
PJ Cook and G Tauchen "The Effect of Liquor Taxes on Heavy Drinking" Bell Journal of 
Economics, Autumn 1982, 379-390. 
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"Alcohol Taxes as a Public Health Measure" British Journal of Addiction, September 
1982, 245-250; and in Marcus Grant, Martin Plant, and Alan Williams, eds. Economics 
and Alcohol,  Croom Helm Ltd., 1983. 
 
PJ Cook and G Tauchen, "The Effect of Minimum Drinking Age Legislation on Youthful 
Auto Fatalities, 1970-77" Journal of Legal Studies 13, January 1984, 169-190.  reprinted 
in The Economics of Health Behaviours,  John H. Cawley and Donald S. Kenkel, eds., 
Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd., 2008. 
 
"Increasing the Federal Alcohol Excise Tax" in Dean Gerstein, ed. Toward the 
Prevention of Alcohol Problems:  Government, Business, and Community Action, 
National Academy Press, Washington, DC, 1984, 24-32. 
 
"The Economics of Alcohol Consumption and Abuse" in Louis Jolyon West, ed. 
Alcoholism and Related Problems:  Issues for the American Public, Prentice-Hall, 1984, 
56-77. 
 
"The Impact of Distilled Spirits Taxes on Consumption, Auto Fatalities and Cirrhosis 
Mortality"  Control Issues in Alcohol Abuse Prevention:  Strategies for States and 
Communities  in Harold D. Holder, ed., Advances in Substance Abuse, Suppl: 1, Jai 
Press, Greenwich, CT, 1987, Pages 159-167. 
 
"Comment" in John D. Graham (ed.) Preventing Automobile Injury:  New Findings for 
Evaluation Research, Dover, MA:  Auburn House Publishing Company, 1988, pp. 
181-183. 
 
DC Chapman, PJ Cook et al. "The Cultural Dimensions of Alcohol Policy Worldwide", 
Health Affairs, summer 1989, 48-62. 
 
"The Social Costs of Drinking," in The Expert Meeting on the Negative Social 
Consequences of Alcohol Abuse Norwegian Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, Oslo, 
Norway, 1991. 
 
PJ Cook and MJ Moore "Taxation of Alcoholic Beverages" in M. Hilton and G. Bloss, 
eds. Economic Research on the Prevention of Alcohol-Related Problems, NIAAA, NIH 
Publication No. 93-3513, 1993, 33-58. 
 
PJ Cook and MJ Moore "Economic Perspectives on Reducing Alcohol-Related Violence" 
in Susan E. Martin, ed. Alcohol and Interpersonal Violence: Fostering Multidisciplinary 
Perspectives NIH Publication No. 93-3496, 1993, 193-212. 
 
PJ Cook and MJ Moore "Violence Reduction through Restrictions on Alcohol 
Availability" Alcohol Health & Research World 17(2), 1993, 151-156. 
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PJ Cook and MJ Moore "Drinking and Schooling" Journal of Health Economics, 12, 
1993, 411-429.  reprinted in The Economics of Health Behaviours,  John H. Cawley and 
Donald S. Kenkel, eds., Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd., 2008. 
 
P.J. Cook and O-J Skog, “Alcool, alcoolisme, alcoolisation” by S. Ledermann” Alcohol 
Health & Research World 19(1), 1995, 30-32. 
 
"Social Costs of Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Abuse" and  "Tax Laws, Alcohol" in J.H. 
Jaffe, ed. The Encyclopedia of Drugs and Alcohol, New York: Macmillan Publishing Co, 
1996. 
 
"Comment" in Brookings Papers on Economic Activity: Microeconomics, 1994 162-166. 
 
PJ Cook and MJ Moore "This Tax's for You" National Tax Journal September 1994, pp. 
559-573. 
 
KE Warner, PJ Cook, et al. "Criteria for Determining an Optimal Cigarette Tax: the 
Economists' Perspective" Tobacco Control Winter 1995 4(4), 380-86. 
 
PJ Cook, A Parnell, MJ Moore, D Pagnini. "The Effects of Short-Term Variation in 
Abortion Funding on Pregnancy Outcomes" Journal of Health Economics 1999 18(2), 
241-258.  reprinted in The Economics of Health Behaviours,  John H. Cawley and 
Donald S. Kenkel, eds., Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd., 2008. 
 
PJ Cook and MJ Moore, "Alcohol" in AJ Culyer and JP Newhouse, eds. Handbook of 
Health Economics Vol 1B (New York: North-Holland) 2000, 1629-1673. 
 
PJ Cook and MJ Moore, “Environment and Persistence in Youthful Drinking Patterns” in 
J Gruber, ed. Risky Behavior Among Youths: An Economic Analysis (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press), 2001, 375-437. 
 
PJ Cook and MJ Moore, "The Economics of Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol-Control 
Policies" Health Affairs 21(2), March/April 2002: 120-133. 

 
“Pricing and Taxation of Alcohol: What is the ‘Right’ Tax Rate?  Comment on Alcohol: 
No Ordinary Commodity” Addiction, 98 (10), October 2003: 1356-7. 

 
PJ Cook, J Ostermann, and FA Sloan “The Net Effect of an Alcohol Tax Increase on 
Death Rates in Middle Age” American Economic Review 95(2), May 2005: 278-281. 
 
PJ Cook and P Reuter “When is Alcohol Just Another Drug” Addiction 102, June 2007: 
1182-88. 
 
PJ Cook and R Hutchinson “Smoke Signals: Adolescent Smoking and School 
Continuation” in Marina Bianchi (ed.) Advances in Austrian Economics Vol. 10, The 
Evolution of Consumption: Theories and Practices  2007: 157-188. 



 
 6 

 
C Carpenter and PJ Cook “Cigarette Taxes and Youth Smoking: New Evidence from 
National, State, & Local Youth Risk Behavior Surveys” Journal of Health Economics 
27(2), March 2008: 287-299. 
 
“A Free Lunch” Journal of Drug Policy Analysis 1(1), article 2. 
http://www.bepress.com/jdpa/vol1/iss1/art2 
 
Comment on “Explaining change and stasis in alcohol consumption” 
17:6  of Addiction Research & Theory Journal 17:6, December 2009. 
 
“Leave the minimum drinking age to the states” in Natasha A. Frost, Joshua D. Freilich, 
and Todd R. Clear (eds.) Contemporary Issues in Criminal Justice Policy  Belmont, MA: 
Wadsworth, 2009: 99-106. 
 
FJ Chaloupka, PJ Cook, RM Peck, and JA Tauras “Enhancing compliance with tobacco 
control policies” in Peter Bearman, Kathryn M. Neckerman, and Leslie Wright, eds. 
After Tobacco New York: Columbia University Press, 2011: 325-350. 
 
P.J. Cook and Maeve Gearing, “The minimum drinking age: 21 as an artifact” in Helene 
R. White & David L. Rabiner  (eds.) College Student Drinking and Drug Use: Multiple 
Perspectives on a Complex Problem, Guilford Press 2011. 
 
PJ Cook and Christina Piette Durrance, “The virtuous tax:  Lifesaving and crime-
prevention effects of the 1991 federal alcohol tax” Journal of Health Economics 32, 
2013: 261-267. 
 
PJ Cook and KD Krawiec, “A primer on kidney transplantation: Anatomy of the 
shortage” Law & Contemporary Problems  77(3) 2014: 1-24.  
 
Frattaroli, S, KM. Pollack, PJ Cook,  M. Salomon, E Omaki and AC Gielen 
“Public opinion concerning residential sprinkler systems for 1- and 2-family homes” 
Injury Epidemiology  2015.  
 
PJ Cook and KD Krawiec “If We Allow Football Players And Boxers To Be Paid For 
Entertaining The Public, Why Don’t We Allow Kidney Donors To Be Paid For Saving 
Lives?” Law & Contemporary Problems, 81(3), 2018: 9-35.  Abstracted as “If Football 
Players Get Paid Why Not Kidney Donors?”  Regulation Spring, 2018: 12-17. 
 
J MacDonald Gibson, M Fisher, A Clonch, JM MacDonald, and PJ Cook "Children 
Drinking Private Well Water Have Higher Blood Lead Than Those with City Water" 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences for July 6, 
2020 https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2002729117 
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  3.  Editorial and commentary 
 
"Increasing the Federal Excise Taxes on Alcoholic Beverages" Journal of Health 
Economics 7(1), March 1988, 89-91. 
 
PJ Cook and ME Gearing “The Breathalyzer Behind the Wheel”  New York Times 
(Opinion) Aug. 30, 2009. 

 
Alcohol Retail Privatization: A Commentary, American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 
vol. 42 no. 4 (April, 2012), pp. 430-432  
 
Drug Policy Research. (letter to the editor)  Issues in Science and Technology.  Sept. 22, 
2012. 
 
 Commentary: Evidence from a high-income country, Addiction (2012)  
 
PJ Cook and KD Krawiec  Kidney Donation and the Consent of the Poor. Loyola Law 
Review, New Orleans 66, 2020. 
 
 

 
B.  Economics of State Lotteries 
 
  1.  Book 

 
CT Clotfelter and PJ Cook Selling Hope:  State Lotteries in America Harvard University 
Press, 1989. Paperback edition, 1991. 

 
  2.  Articles  

 
CT Clotfelter and PJ Cook "Implicit Taxation in Lottery Finance" National Tax Journal, 
December, 1987 
 
CT Clotfelter and PJ Cook "Redefining 'Success' in the State Lottery Business" Journal of 
Policy Analysis and Management 9(1), Winter 1990, 99-104. 
 
CT Clotfelter and PJ Cook "On the Economics of State Lotteries" Journal of Economic 
Perspectives, Fall, 1990, 105-120.   
Reprinted (in shorter version) in The Conference Board Economic Times 2(4), April 
1991.  Reprinted (in revised version) in Samuel H. Baker and Catherine S. Elliott, eds. 
Readings in Public Finance 2nd ed., Cincinnati: South-Western College Publishers, 1997, 
457-472. 
 
CT Clotfelter and PJ Cook "What Kind of Lottery for North Carolina?" Popular 
Government 56(4), Spring 1991, pp. 25-29. 
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CT Clotfelter and PJ Cook "Lotteries in the Real World", Journal of Risk and Uncertainty 
4(3), July 1991, 227-232. Reprinted in Leighton Vaughan Williams (ed.) The Economics 
Of Gambling And National Lotteries  Edgar Elgar Publishers, 2012. 
 
CT Clotfelter and PJ Cook “Lotteries”, in Peter Newman, Murray Milgate, and John 
Eatwell, eds. The New Palgrave Dictionary of Money and Finance Macmillan Press, 
London, 1992. 
PJ Cook and CT Clotfelter “The Peculiar Scale Economics of Lotto” American Economic 
Review, June 1993, 634-643. 
CT Clotfelter and PJ Cook “The Gambler’s Fallacy in Lottery Play”, Management 
Science, December 1993.  Reprinted in Leighton Vaughan Williams (ed.) The Economics 
Of Gambling And National Lotteries  Edgar Elgar Publishers, 2012. 
CT Clotfelter, PJ Cook, J Edell, and M Moore, State Lotteries at the Turn of the Century: 
Report to the National Gambling Impact Study Commission. June 1, 1999. 
CT Clotfelter and PJ Cook, “Ends and Means in State Lotteries: The Importance of a 
Good Cause”   in Alan Wolfe and Erik C. Owens, eds. Gambling: Mapping the American 
Moral Landscape  Waco:  Baylor University Press, 2009, 11-38. 
 

  3.  OpEd. Pieces (with Charles T. Clotfelter) 
 
New York Times, August 20, 1987;  
The Atlanta Constitution, February 12, 1989; 
The News and Observer (Raleigh), May 27, 1990; 
Newsday, July 24, 1990; 
San Diego Union, April 1991. 
The News & Observer (Raleigh), February 14, 1999 
The News & Observer (Raleigh), March 1, 2007 

 
C.  Crime and Criminal Justice Policy 
 
  1.  Monographs and Edited Volumes 
 

Robbery in the United States, National Institute of Justice, September 1983. 
 

PJ Cook and D Slawson The Costs of Adjudicating Murder Cases in North Carolina 
Administrative Office of the Courts, Raleigh, NC, 1993. 
 
PJ Cook, J Ludwig, and J McCrary (eds.) Controlling Crime: Strategies and Tradeoffs  
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011. 
 
PJ Cook, S Machin , O Marie and G Mastrobuoni (eds.) Lessons from the Economics of 
Crime: What Reduces Offending?   Cambridge, MA:  MIT Press, 2013. 
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2.  Symposium editor 
 
“Explaining the growth in the prison population” Criminology and Public Policy 8(1), 
February 2009. 
 

  3.   Articles 
 
"The Correctional Carrot: The Prospect of Reducing Recidivism through Improved Job 
Opportunities" Policy Analysis, January 1975, 11-54. 
Reprinted in The Economics of Crime, edited by Isaac Ehrlich and Zhiquiang Liu 
Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar Publishing, Inc., 2006. 

 
"Punishment and Crime: A Critique of Recent Findings on the Preventive Effects of 
Punishment" Law and Contemporary Problems, Winter 1977, 164-204; and in Ralph 
Andreano and John Siegfried, eds. The Economics of Crime, John Wiley, 1980, 137-180. 
 
"The Clearance Rate as a Measure of Criminal Justice System Effectiveness" Journal of 
Public Economics 11, 1979, 135-142; and in Egon Bittner and Sheldon L. Messinger, 
eds. Criminology Review Yearbook, Volume 2, Sage Publications, 1980. 
 
"The Implications of Deterrence and Incapacitation Research for Policy Evaluation" in 
Cleon Foust and Robert Webster, eds. An Anatomy of Criminal Justice, D.C. Health, 
Lexington, 1980, 55-77. 
 
"Research in Criminal Deterrence: Laying the Groundwork for the Second Decade" in 
Norval Morris and Michael Tonry, eds.  Crime and Justice:  An Annual Review of 
Research, Volume 2, University of Chicago, 1980, 211-268. 
 
"Costs of Crime" in Sanford H. Kadish, ed. Encyclopedia of Crime and Justice, 
Macmillan Publishing Company, 1983. 
 
"The Use of Criminal Statutes to Regulate Product Safety: Comment on Wheeler" 
Journal of Legal Studies, August 1984, 619-622. 
 
PJ Cook and G Zarkin "Crime and the Business Cycle" Journal of Legal Studies, January 
1985. 
 
JQ Wilson and PJ Cook "Unemployment and Crime--What is the Connection?" The 
Public Interest, 79, Spring, 1985, 3-8. 
 
PJ Cook and G Zarkin "Homicide and Economic Conditions" Journal of Quantitative 
Criminology, March 1986, Vol. 2, No. 1. 
 
"The Demand and Supply of Criminal Opportunities" in Michael Tonry and Norval 
Morris, eds. Crime and Justice:  An Annual Review of Research, Vol. 7, University of 
Chicago Press, 1986, 1-28. 
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"Criminal Incapacitation Effects Considered in an Adaptive Choice Framework" in Derek 
Cornish and Ron Clarke, eds. The Reasoning Criminal, New York:  Springer-Verlag, 
1986, 202-216. 
 
PJ Cook and JH Laub "The (Surprising) Stability of Youth Crime Rates" Journal of 
Quantitative Criminology 2 (3) September 1986, 265-278.  
 
"The Economics of Criminal Sanctions" in Martin L. Friedland (ed.) Sanctions and 
Rewards in the Legal System, University of Toronto Press, 1987. 

 
PJ Cook and JH Laub "Trends in Child Abuse and Juvenile Delinquency" in Francis X. 
Hartman, ed. From Children to Citizens:  The Role of the Juvenile Court, 
Springer-Verlag, New York, 1987, Vol. II, Chapter 7, pp.109-127.  
 
"Notes on an Accounting Scheme for a Juvenile Correctional System" in Francis X. 
Hartman (ed.) From Children to Citizens:  The Role of the Juvenile Court, 
Springer-Verlag, New York, 1987, Vol. II, Chapter 19, pp. 362-370. 
 
PJ Cook and J Laub, "The Unprecedented Epidemic in Youth Violence" in Michael 
Tonry and Mark H. Moore eds., Youth Violence University of Chicago Press, 1998, 101-
138. 
 
PJ Cook, "The Epidemic of Youth Gun Violence" Perspectives on Crime and Violence: 
1997-1998 Lecture Series (Washington, DC: National Institute of Justice), 1998, 107-
125.  
 
"Forward" to BC Welsh, DP Farrington, and LW Sherman (eds.) Costs and Benefits of 
Preventing Crime (Boulder, CO; Westview Press) 2001. 
 
PJ Cook and JH Laub, "After the Epidemic: Recent Trends in Youth Violence in the 
United States" in Michael Tonry ed. Crime and Justice: A Review of Research Chicago, 
University of Chicago Press, 2002: 117-153. 
 
“Meeting the Demand for Expert Advice on Drug Policy” Criminology and Public Policy 
2(3), July 2003: 565-570. 

 
“Comment” on “Catching Cheating Teachers” in William G. Gale and Janet Rothenberg 
Pack, eds., Brookings-Wharton Papers on Urban Affairs 2003 Washington, DC: 
Brookings Institution Press, 2003: 210-215. 

 
PJ Cook and N Khmilevska, “Cross-National Patterns in Crime Rates” in Michael Tonry 
and David P. Farrington, eds. Crime and Punishment in Western Countries, 1980-1999 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005: 331-345. 
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PJ Cook and J Ludwig “Assigning Youths to Minimize Total Harm” in Kenneth A. 
Dodge, Thomas J. Dishion, and Jennifer E. Lansford (eds.) Deviant Peer Influences in 
Programs for Youth: Problems and Solutions The Guilford Press, 2006: 67-89. 

 
 “Symposium on Deterrence: Editorial Introduction” Criminology & Public Policy 5(3), 
 August  2006: 413-416. 
 

“Crime”  in Robert P. Inman, ed. MAKING CITIES WORK:  Prospects and Policies for 
Urban America  Princeton University Press, 2009: 297-327. 
 
“Robbery” in Michael Tonry (ed.) Handbook on Crime and Justice  Oxford University 
Press, 2009. 

 Crime Control in the City:  A Research-Based Briefing on Public and Private Measures 
 Cityscape: A Journal of Policy Development and Research 11(1), March, 2009: 53-80. 
 

Potential Savings from Abolition of the Death Penalty in North Carolina  American Law 
and Economics Review 10, 2009: doi: 10.1093/aler/ahp022. 
 
PJ Cook, DC Gottfredson, and C Na  “School crime control and prevention” in Michael 
Tonry, ed. Crime and Justice  University of Chicago Press, 2010. 
 
“Property crime – yes; violence – no: Comment on Lauritsen and Heimer” Criminology 
& Public Policy 9(4), November 2010: 693-697. 
 
“Comment” on “What do economists know about crime?” in R. DiTella, S. Edwards, and 
E. Schargrodsky The Economics of Crime: Lessons for & from Latin America  Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2010: 302-304. 
 
PJ Cook and J MacDonald  “Public safety through private action: An economic 
assessment of BIDs”  The Economic Journal 121, May, 2011: 445-462. 
 
“Co-Production in deterring crime,” Criminology & Public Policy 10(1), Feb, 2011:103-
8. 

 
P.J. Cook and J. Ludwig, “Economical Crime Control,” in Controlling Crime: Strategies 
and Tradeoffs, edited by P.J. Cook, J. Ludwig, and J. McCrary (2011), University of 
Chicago Press  

P.J. Cook and J. MacDonald, “The role of private action in controlling crime,” in 
Controlling Crime: Strategies and Tradeoffs, edited by P.J. Cook, J. Ludwig, and J. 
McCrary (2011), University of Chicago Press, Chicago: 331-363.    

 
P.J. Cook & J. Ludwig, “The Economist's guide to crime busting” The Wilson Quarterly 
(Winter, 2011), pp. 62-66.  
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S. Bushway, P.J. Cook, and M. Phillips, The overall effect of the business cycle on crime, 
German Economic Review, vol. 13 no. 4 (2012), pp. 436-446   

 
P.J. Cook, M O'Brien, A.A. Braga, J. Ludwig, Lessons from a partially controlled field 
trial, Journal of Experimental Criminology, vol. 8 no. 3 (2012), pp. 271-287   
 
P.J. Cook, The Impact of Drug Market Pulling Levers Policing on Neighborhood 
Violence An Evaluation of the High Point Drug Market Intervention (commentary), 
Criminology & Public Policy, vol. 11 no. 2 (2012), pp. 161-164    
 
D. Gottfredson, P.J. Cook, and C. Na, School-based crime prevention, in The Oxford 
Handbook of Crime Prevention, edited by Brandon C. Walsh and David P. Farrington 
(2012), pp. 269-287, Oxford University Press, New York 
 
PJ Cook, S Machin , O Marie and G Mastrobuoni, “Crime economics in its fifth decade” 
in  Lessons from the Economics of Crime: What Reduces Offending?   Cambridge, MA:  
MIT Press, 2013. 
 
Bushway S., P.J. Cook, M. Phillips. The net effect of the business cycle on crime and 
violence. In Rosenfeld R., Edberg M., Fang X., Florence C. S. (Eds.), Economics and 
youth violence: Crime, disadvantage, and community (pp. 23-52).New York: New York 
University Press, 2013. 
 
PJ Cook, S Kang, AA Braga, J Ludwig, and M O’Brien  An experimental evaluation of a 
comprehensive employment-oriented prisoner reentry program.  Journal of Quantitative 
Criminology  Published on-line Dec. 20th 2014.   
 
Will the Current Crisis in Police Legitimacy Increase Crime? Research Offers a Way 
Forward.  Psychological Science in the Public Interest, 16(3), 2015: 71-74. 
 
PJ Cook and S Kang.  Birthdays, schooling, and crime: Regression-discontinuity analysis 
of school performance, delinquency, dropout, and crime initiation.  American Economic 
Journal: Applied Economics. 8(1) Jan., 2016:  1-27. 
 
P.J. Cook, Behavioral science critique of HOPE.  Criminology & Public Policy, 15(4); 
Nov. 2016. 
 

J. M. Gibson, J.M. MacDonald, M. Fisher, X. Chen, A. Pawlick, and P.J. Cook.   Early-
Life Lead Exposure from Private Well Water Increases Juvenile Delinquency Risk 
Among U.S. Teens"  Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences  
February 8, 2022 119 (6) e2110694119; https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2110694119 
  
 
4.  Commentaries 
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P.J. Cook and J. Ludwig, More prisoners vs. more crime is the wrong question, 
Brookings Policy Brief no. 185 (December, 2011) 
 
P.J. Cook interview with Reuben van Oosten, “Economics of Crime” (in Dutch) 
Economisch Statistische Berichten (ESB)  (February 2017) 
 
“High Volume Stops and Violence Prevention” in Ingrid Ellen and Justin Steil (eds.) The 
Dream Revisited: Segregation and Opportunity in the Twenty-First Century  New York: 
Columbia University Press, 2019: 159-160. 
 

 
 
 
D.   Weapons and Violent Crime 
  l.  Monographs and Edited Volumes 

 
PJ Cook and D Nagin Does the Weapon Matter?  An Evaluation of a Weapon - Emphasis 
Policy in the Prosecution of Violent Offenders Institute of Law and Social Research, 
Washington, DC, 1979. 
 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, May 1981.  Issue 
entitled "Gun Control" (special editor). 
 
PJ Cook and J Ludwig Guns in America: Results of a Comprehensive National Survey on 
Firearms Ownership and Use Washington, D.C.: The Police Foundation, 1997.  
 
Law and Contemporary Problems (special editor) "Kids, Guns, and Public Policy" 59(1): 
Winter 1996. 
 
PJ Cook and J Ludwig Gun Violence: The Real Costs New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2000. 
 
J Ludwig and PJ Cook (eds.) Evaluating Gun Policy: Effects on Crime and Violence 
Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 2003. 
 
PJ Cook and KA Goss The Gun Debate: What Everyone Needs to Know  New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2014.  2nd ed. 2020. 
 
PJ Cook and HA Pollack (eds.) The Underground Gun Market in  RSF: The Russell Sage 
Foundation Journal of the Social Sciences   3(5) December, 2017. 
 
J Roman and PJ Cook (eds) Improving Data Infrastructure to Reduce Firearms Violence  
NORC, 2021. 
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AA Braga and PJ Cook.  Policing Gun Violence: Strategic Reforms for Controlling our 
Most Pressing Crime Problem   New York: Oxford University Press, 2023. 
 

  2.  Articles 
 
"A Strategic Choice Analysis of Robbery" in Wesley Skogan (ed.) Sample Surveys of the 
Victims of Crimes, Ballinger, 1976, 173-187. 
 
"Causal Linkages between Gun Control Ordinances and Crime: A Conceptualization and 
Review of the Literature" Hearings on the Treasury Department's proposed gun 
regulations, before the Subcommittee on Crime, Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. House 
of Representatives, 95th Congress, 2nd Session, Appendix 4, May 4 and 18, 1978. 
 
"The Effect of Gun Availability on Robbery and Robbery Murder:  A Cross-Section 
Study of Fifty Cities" Policy Studies Review Annual, Volume 3, Sage Publications, 1979, 
pp. 743-781.  Also published in Hearings; see above. 
 
"Reducing Injury and Death Rates in Robbery" Policy Analysis, 6(1) Winter 1980, 21-45. 
 
PJ Cook and J Blose "State Programs for Screening Handgun Buyers" Annals of the 
American Academy of Political and Social Science, May 1981, 80-91. Reprinted in M. 
Gittell, ed. State Politics and the New Federalism ( NY: Longman, 1986). 
 
"The Effect of Gun Availability on Violent Crime Patterns," Annals of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science, May 1981; and in Federal Regulation of 
Firearms (A Report prepared by Congressional Research Service for the U.S. Senate 
Judiciary Committee) USGPO, May 1982; and in Neil Alan Weiner, Margaret A. Zahn 
and Rita J.Sagi, eds., Violence:  Patterns, Causes, Public Policy  (San Diego:  Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich, 1990). 
 
PJ Cook and K Hawley "North Carolina's Pistol Permit Law:  An Evaluation" Popular 
Government, May 1981, 1-6. 
 
"Guns and Crime: the Power of Long Division" Journal of Policy Analysis and 
Management, Fall 1981, 120-125. 
 
"The 'Saturday Night Special': An Assessment of Alternative Definitions from a Policy 
Perspective" Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology 72:4, Winter 1981, 1735-1745. 
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Policy Studies, February 14, 2008. 
 
Alcohol and Tobacco Taxes as Public Health Measures, Washington DC: American 
Medical Assn President's Forum, March 31, 2008. 
 
Paying the Tab: The case for raising the alcohol excise tax, Rutgers University School of 
Social Work, April 23, 2008. 
 
Cost-Benefit Analysis of Crime, Washington DC, June 25, 2008. 
 
The New Second Amendment, Virginia Tech Department of Economics, October 13, 
2008. 
 
Paying the Tab: The case for higher alcohol taxes, Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
Johns Hopkins University, December 03, 2008. 
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Sussmilch Lecture: Estimating the effects of alcohol taxation on mortality, Max Planck 
Institute for Demographic Research, Rostock, Germany, December 16, 2008. 
 
Paying the Tab, University of Maryland, February 13, 2009. 
 
Lessons from Alcohol Control Research, San Diego, California, February 20, 2009. 
 
Paying the Tab, University of Maryland Baltimore County, March 04, 2009. 
 
Benefits of Crime Reduction, National Academy of Sciences, March 05, 2009. 
 
School Crime, University of Maryland, March 09, 2009. 
 
Post-Heller Strategies to Reduce Gun Violence, Villanova University, March 24, 2009. 
 
Gun control after Heller, Emory University Department of Economics, December 04, 
2009. 
 
Private inputs into crime control, Economics Department, University of Virginia, 
February 04, 2010. 
 
Private inputs into public safety, Royal Economic Society Annual Conference, Surrey, 
March 30, 2010. 
 
The case for and against preserving a minimum drinking age of 21, Duke University, 
May 19, 2010. 
 
The Scientific and Intuitive Case for Higher Alcohol Taxes, Helsinki, Finland, September 
22, 2010. 
 
Public safety through private action, Bonn, Germany, October 09, 2010. 
 
Public safety through private action, Harvard Law and Economics Workshop, February 
08, 2011. 
 
Public safety through private action, University of Oregon Department of Economics, 
March 05, 2011. 
 
Crime and the Business Cycle, Andrew Young School of Policy Studies, Georgia State 
University, March 10, 2011. 
 
Public safety through private action, Vanderbilt Law and Economics Program, April 25, 
2011. 
 
Alcohol and Violence, Washington DC, April 28, 2011. 
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Lessons from an (un)controlled experiment, Jerry Lee Symposium on Criminology and 
Public Policy, May 03, 2011. 
 
Economical Crime Control, National Institute of Justice Research for the Real World 
Seminar series  December 06, 2011  
 
The Virtuous Tax, Santiago, Chile Latin American and Caribbean Economics Association 
annual meeting November 11, 2011  
 
Perspectives on Gun Violence, University of Minnesota Law School Robina Institute 
Annual Conference, "Crime and Justice in America, 1975-2025" April 26, 2012  
 
Calibrating effect sizes, University of Maryland 12th Annual Jerry Lee Crime Prevention 
Symposium April 24, 2012  
 
Public safety through private action, Southern Illinois University, Vandeveer Chair 
Public Lecture in Economics April 12, 2012  
 
Private prevention, John Jay College, New York Guggenheim Symposium on Crime 
February 06, 2012  
 
Cost of the Death Penalty in North Carolina, University of Maryland September 27, 
2012  
 
The Virtuous Tax, Cornell University, Department of Policy Analysis and Management 
October 10, 2012    
 
The great American gun war, Georgetown Institute of Public Policy, Dec. 3, 2012 
 
Private action to prevent crime, Vera Institute of Justice, Washington DC, Jan 24, 2013 
 
Birthdays, schooling and crime, UNC Charlotte Economics Department, Feb 1, 2013 
 
Reducing public costs of crime via private action: BIDs,  AAAS Annual Meeting, 
Boston, Feb. 16, 2013 
 
The case for using cost-benefit analysis in criminal justice evaluations, Israeli Prison 
Service, Ramla, Israel, May 20, 2013 
 
Private action for crime prevention, Hebrew University Institute of Criminology, May 
21, 2013  
 
The economics of illegal gun markets, Chicago, IL  AAAS Annual Meeting – Panel  
February 16, 2014  
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The Gun Debate, The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art   May 08, 
2014  
 
Birthdays, schooling and crime, Columbia Center for Study of Wealth and Inequality   
October 09, 2014   
 
Evaluation of an employment-oriented program for released prisoners, Columbia 
Population Research Center, October 16, 2014  

 
 Birthdays, schooling and crime, Stanford Law School, Law and Economics, October 23, 
2014 
 
The Underground Gun Market Rutgers University Institute for Health, Health Care 
Policy and Aging Research, November 13, 2014 
 
Birthdays, Schooling and Crime, Rutgers Department of Economics, March 27, 2015. 
 
The Underground Gun Market University of Pennsylvania Injury Science Center, April 
13, 2015. 
 
Paying the Tab.  World Bank Group Conference “Winning the Tax Wars.”  Washington, 
DC May 24, 2016. 
 
Reducing access to guns by violent offenders.  Yale CHESS Workshop, October 28, 
2016.   
Keeping guns away from dangerous people.  Rockefeller College, SUNY Albany, April 
26, 2017. 
 
Preventing Alcohol-Related Driving Fatalities by Raising Alcohol Taxes.  Invited 
presentation, National Academy of Sciences Committee on Accelerating Progress to 
Reduce Alcohol-Impaired Driving Fatalities, May 9, 2017. 
 
Keeping guns away from dangerous people.  Invited talk, University of Michigan 
Department of Economics, December 8, 2017. 
 
Testing Instrumentality.  Invited talk, University of Pennsylvania Department of 
Criminology, January 17, 2018. 
 
The Underground Gun Market.  Invited talk, HF Guggenheim Symposium, John Jay 
College.  February 16, 2018. 
 
Policing Gun Violence.  Samuel Levin Memorial Lecture, Wayne State University 
Department of Economics.  March 29, 2019. 
 
Medical Costs of Gun Violence.  Conference on Small Arms and Light Weapons. French 
Ministry of Armed Forces, Paris.  May 15, 2019. 
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Police investigations of shooting assaults and homicides.  NISS Forum on Gun Violence, 
Alexandria VA.  June 26, 2019. 
 
Preventing Gun Violence: Public Health and Public Policy Approaches.  American 
University, October 2, 2019. 
 
3 Pillars of Gun Policy.  University of Iowa, Symposium on Public Policy and Gun 
Violence, October 23, 2019. 
 
Policing gun violence: Explaining patterns and trends in arrest rates.  University of 
California, Riverside.  February 4, 2022. 
 
Policing gun violence: Focus on investigations.  University of Virginia Law School, 
March 15, 2022. 
 
Policing gun violence.  Medical University of South Carolina, April 8, 2022 
 
What can be done about gun violence?  SNS Webinar (Stockholm).  Aug. 18, 2022. 
 
 

Selected Research grants 
 

Principal investigator, "Evaluating Policy Options to Increase Citizen Cooperation in 
Urban Law Enforcement," A Durham Observatory Project, 1975. 
 
Principal investigator, "The Processing of Gun Crimes in D.C. District Court," Institute 
of Law and Social Research, 1977. 
 
Principal investigator, "Empirical Studies of Robbery and Handgun Control," U.S. 
Department of Justice. 
 
Principal investigator, "Evaluating Alternative Policy Strategies for Controlling the 
Distribution of Handguns" (with Mark Moore), Ford Foundation, 1977-79. 
 
Principal investigator, "A Review of the Major Gun Regulation Proposals," Center for the 
Study and Prevention of Handgun Violence, 1979-80. 
 
Principal investigator, "A Review of Robbery Literature," National Institute of Justice, 
1981. 
 
Principal investigator, "Robbery Violence," National Institute of Justice, 1983-85. 
 
Principal investigator, "Vice,"  The Chicago Resource Center, 1987 
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Principal investigator, "Costs of the Death Penalty in North Carolina," NC 
Administrative Office of the Courts, 1991-93. 
 
Principal investigator, "Causes and Effects of Youthful Drinking," National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 1992-1994. 
 
Principal investigator, "Markets for Stolen Guns," Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, 
1993-4. 
 
Principal investigator, “The Costs of Gunshot Wounds,” The Joyce Foundation, 1997-99. 
 
Principal investigator, "Community Gun Prevalence and Crime," The Joyce Foundation, 
2000-2003. 
 
Investigator Award In Health Policy Research, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 2003-
4. 
 
Principal Investigator, “evaluations of two programs in Milwaukee designed to reduce 
serious criminal violence” Joyce Foundation, 2007-2008. 
 
Principal Investigator, “Fiscal Costs of Capital Punishment in NC” Z. Smith Reynolds 
Foundation, 2007-2008. 
 
Principal Investigator, “An Experimental Evaluation of the Milwaukee Prisoner Re-entry 
Program” Smith Richardson Foundation, 2008-2011. 
 
Co-Investigator, “Preventing truancy in urban schools through provision of social 
services by truancy officers: A Goal 3 randomized efficacy trial”   US Department of 
Education/IES: 2010 – 2014. 
 
Principal Investigator, “Truancy Prevention Project”  US Department of Education/IES:  
2012-2015. 
 
Principal Investigator, “Clearance Rates”  National Consortium on Gun Violence 
Prevention (Arnold Foundation/RAND), 2020-2022. 
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Service and Administrative Activities at Duke University 

 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Institute of Policy Sciences and Public Affairs, 
1974-75, 1992. 
 
Director of Graduate Studies, Institute of Policy Sciences and Public Affairs, 1977-79, 
1984, and 1994-95. 
 
Chairman, Graduate Curriculum Committee, Institute of Policy Sciences and Public 
Affairs, 1977-79. 
 
Member, Undergraduate Faculty Council of Arts and Sciences, 1977-78, 1991-93. 
 
Author of an evaluation of undergraduate admission policy, commissioned by the 
Undergraduate Faculty Council, 1978. 
 
Member, Academic Council, Duke University, 1978-79, 1982-84, 1993-95, 1998-2000  
Elected to the Executive Committee of the Academic Council, 1982-83. 
 
Associate Director, Institute of Policy Sciences and Public Affairs, 1979-1985, 2005-. 
 
Pre-Major Advisor, 1981-85. 
 
Member, UFCAS Committee on Admissions, 1984-86. 
 
Member, University Committee on Undergraduate Admissions and Financial Aid, 1986 - 
87. 
 
Author of a special report on predicting yields from undergraduate admissions, 1987. 
 
Member, Dean White's Ad Hoc Committee on Undergraduate Internships, 1987. 
 
Member, President's Administrative Oversight Committee, 1987-90. 
 
Chairman, Public Policy Studies Committee on Appointments and Promotion, 1990-93. 
 
Chair, Provost's committee to review Dean Earl Dowell for reappointment, 1992. 
 
Member, Arts and Sciences Committee on Planning and Priorities, 1993-95. Chair, 1994-
95. 
 
Member, Dean Search Committee, Fuqua School of Business, 1994. 
 
Chair, PPS Diversity Committee, 1994-95. 
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Member, Executive Committee of the Graduate School, 1995-96 
 
Member, steering committee, Child and Family Policy initiative, 1999 
 
Member, Dean's Search Committee, Duke Law School, 1999 
 
Member, Planning Committee, Institute for Genome Sciences and Policy, 1999 
 
Chair, Arts & Sciences Council Task Force on the Budget, 2001-2 
 
 

Public and Professional Service 
 
Chairman, Weapons and Violent Crime Workshop, NILECJ, LEAA, U.S. Department of 
Justice, February 1978. 
 
Presenter, N.C. Governor's Crime Commission, June and September, 1979. 
 
Panel member, National Research Council Study of Alternative Policies Affecting the  
Prevention of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 1978-1981. 
 
Member, N.C. Governor's Task Force on Drunken Driving, 1982. 
 
Member, Ad Hoc Workshop on the Future of Criminal Justice Research, U.S. 
Department of Justice and National Research Council, March 1982. 
 
Testified on alternative gun-control policies before the U.S. Senate Criminal Law 
Subcommittee, March 4, 1982. 
 
Testified on alcohol tax policy before the Social Security Advisory Council, May 25, 
1982. 
 
Participant, Sixty-Sixth American Assembly (Public Policy on Alcohol Problems), 
Harriman, NY, April 26-29, 1984. 
 
Member, Executive Session on the Juvenile Justice System, Harvard University, 1984-85. 
 
Member, Policy Council of the American Society of Criminology, 1985-86, and 1990-91. 
 
Invited participant, Conference on the Cigarette Excise Tax sponsored by the Harvard 
Institute for the Study of Smoking Behavior, Washington, DC, April 17, 1985. 
 
Member, "Crime and Violence" working group of the NAS Committee on Basic 
Research, 1985.   
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Member, Research Advisory Committee of the U.S. Sentencing Commission, 1986-91 
(Chair, 1986). 
 
Associate, Canadian Institute of Advanced Research, 1986. 
 
Member, Board of Advisors, Public Policy Program, College of William & Mary, 
1987-1992. 
 
Member, National Academy of Sciences Committee on Law and Justice, 1987-1993. 
 
Treasurer, Association of Public Policy Analysis and Management, 1987-1994. 
 
Testified on the use of alcohol taxation as a public-health measure before the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Governmental Affairs, September 27, 1988. 
 
Member, Workshop on Health Economics, National Institute of Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism, September 1988. 
 
Member, National Research Council's Panel on the Understanding and Control of Violent 
Behavior, 1988-91. 
 
Member, Advisory Board to the Injury Prevention Research Center, University of  North 
Carolina, 1990-. 
 
Witness, "Problems and Prospects for a N.C. Lottery" North Carolina Economic Future 
Commission, December 5, 1990. 
 
Invited participant, CDC's Forum on Youth Violence in Minority Communities, Atlanta, 
December 10-12, 1990. 
 
Member, President’s Advisory Board of the H. John Heinz III School of Public Policy 
and Management, Carnegie Mellon University, 1992-96 and subsequently (including 
2007). 
 
Consultant, Tax Advisory Program, US Department of Treasury, 1994-95. 
 
Steering Committee, National Consortium on Violence Research, 1995-1997. 
 
Member, Center for Gun Policy Research, Johns Hopkins University, 1995-. 
 
Invited participant, White House Leadership Conference on Youth, Drug Use, and 
Violence, March 7, 1996. 
 
Invited speaker, U.S. Senate Democratic Policy Council, Wilmington, DE, April 26, 
1996. 
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Member, National Academy of Sciences (IOM) Committee on Injury Prevention and 
Control, 1997-8.  
 
Member, Advisory Committee to the Harvard Injury Control Research Center, 1998-. 
 
Consultant, US Department of Treasury, Enforcement Division, 1999-2000. 
 
Member, National Academy of Sciences (NRC) Case Studies of School Violence 
Committee, 2001-2002. 
 
Member, Division Committee for the Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, 
National Research Council, 2001-2004. 
 
Member, "Committee to Develop a Strategy to Prevent and Reduce Underage Drinking", 
Institute of Medicine 2002-3. 
 
Member, Panel on Assessing the Feasibility, Accuracy, and Technical Capability of a 
National Ballistics Database, The National Academies 2004-5.  
 
Member, Crime and Justice editorial board, 2007-2010. 
 
Member, National Research Council Workshop on Understanding Crime Trends, 2007-8 
 
Co-Director, NBER Economics of Crime Working Group, 2007- 
 
Vice Chair, National Research Council Committee on Law and Justice, 2006-2010. 
 
Vice President, Association of Public Policy and Management, 2008-2009 (two years). 
 
Panel member, International Benchmarking Review of UK Sociology: 2009-2010.  
http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/Support/Evaluation/ibr/IBR_Sociolo
gy.aspx 
 
Member, International Scientific Advisory Board,  Netherlands Institute for the Study of 
Crime and Law Enforcement (NSCR), 2010-. 
 
Member, National Research Council Committee on Deterrence and the Death Penalty, 
August 2010 – November 2011. 
 
Member, National Research Council Committee on The Illicit Tobacco Market: 
Collection and Analysis of The International Experience, 2013-15. 
 
Member, National Research Council Committee on Proactive Policing, 2015-2017. 
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Refereeing 
 
Associate editor, Law and Contemporary Problems, 1974-78. 
 
Editorial consultant, Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, 1982-. 
 
Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 1986- 2002. 
 
Associate Editor, Criminology, 1987-91. 
 
Editorial board, Criminology & Public Policy  2010- 
 
Editorial board, Journal of Quantitative Criminology  2015- 
 
Occasional refereeing: American Economic Review, Journal of Political Economy, 
Journal of Public Economics, Economic Inquiry, Journal of Legal Studies, Journal of 
Law and Economics, New England Journal of Medicine, Journal of the American 
Medical Association, Criminology and other professional journals.  


